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Underbank Chapel

Welcome to

Welcome to Underbank Chapel, the oldest place of worship in Stannington, 

Sheffield and situated in glorious surroundings with beautiful views near the 

Loxley Valley.  The original congregation dates from 1652 when Richard Spoone 

left land and a building in his will for the maintenance of a “preaching minister”.  

The congregation then worshipped in a converted barn, which functioned as a 

chapel of ease to Bradfield Parish Church.  The appointment of the minister 

appears to have been in the Presbyterian tradition and by 1700 the 

congregation seems to have been Dissenting.  The converted barn became unfit 

for worship.  

ndThe present chapel building was a new one and opened on 2  June 1743.  It 

was built on land adjoining the original building and provided by Thomas 

Marriott, a Dissenter.  The chapel adopted Unitarian beliefs in 1785 when Revd 

Edmund Gibson became minister.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, then considering becoming a Unitarian minister, 

visited the area in 1796.  He met with the chapel’s minister, the Revd Astley 

Meanley.  Just two years later Coleridge, along with William Wordsworth, 

published a volume of poetry, ‘Lyrical Ballads’, which is said to be the starting 

point of the English Romantic Movement.



The exterior of the chapel is very striking and has changed little over the years.  

There were originally two doors in use, thought to be one for men and one for 

women.  There was one door at each end of the symmetrical facade but only the 

right-hand one is now used.

The windows are very tall and in a symmetrical pattern.  There are two circular 

windows on the south facade with pronounced geometric quoins and the original 

sashes.  Please note that the cottage alongside the chapel is private.

The Main Door  (1)

You enter the church through this door into a small vestibule with access to the 

gallery.

The Church Interior  (2)
th th

The interior has been much altered in the 19  and 20  centuries.  The pews date 
thfrom 1860.  There is some early 20  century glass in the west and north sides.  

The colourful glass in the windows at each side of the pulpit has an attractive 

design of flowers and the text ‘Blessed are the meek’ and ‘Consider the lilies’.

Second Door  (3)

The other church door, mentioned 

previously, which is seldom used.  The 

memorials on this south wall are to Revd 

Iden Payne, who was minister for over 20 

years, and (above the second door) to 

Charles Hinde, Lay Pastor at the chapel 

from 1854 to 55.

The Wall Hanging  (4)

This beautiful wall hanging was created 

in 2002 by several members of the chapel 

to commemorate the founding of the cause 

in 1652.  The various areas give an insight 

into chapel life over the 350 years.  The 

centrepiece is a tapestry showing the 

present external view and was worked by 

various members on seven separate 

pieces.
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The Pulpit  (5)

The original oak pulpit was clad with light oak panelling when renovations were 

undertaken in 1952.  At this time it was moved from the corner where the organ 

is now situated.

The Organ  (6)

The organ is a Brindley & Foster pipe organ and was obtained second hand in 

memory of chapel members, lost in the 1914-18 war.  In 1952 the organ was 

moved from the present day position of the pulpit and changed in shape to fit its 

new location.  At this time some additions were made to the stops.

North Side  (7)

The attractive model of the chapel to the right of the organ is by Ivan Harper.  

The stained glass window behind it shows some common Christian symbols.  

The letters ‘IHS’ are the first three letters of ‘Jesus’ in Greek (they are 

sometimes interpreted as ‘In His Service’).  The centre images are St Mark as 

the winged lion and St Matthew as the winged man.  The memorial table is to 

Revd Peter Wright, minister at the chapel from 1814 to 1854.  The other stained 

glass depicts Jesus welcoming the children.

The Gallery  (8)

You are invited to climb the stairs and have a different view of the chapel from 

the gallery, which is at the east end.  In former times sloping galleries extended 

round three sides of the chapel.

The Choir & Minister’s Vestry  (9)

The vestry was built in 1952 by removing two rows of pews and erecting the 

present day panelling.

Search for the Chalice

In the chapel you will come across the symbol of the Unitarian and Free 

Christian tradition, which is called the chalice.  It is a flame within a wide 

brimmed cup.  You should be able to spot more than one example.

The Graveyard

The graveyard is alongside the chapel and enjoys fine views of the surrounding 

countryside.  Monuments include that of Michael Hunter (grandson of Joseph 

Hunter, Assistant Keeper of the Public Record Office and important antiquarian).
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The Underbank Schoolroom

The schoolroom is the building on the other side of the road from the chapel.  It 

was opened in 1854.  This was the ‘new school’ - the original school began in 

1652.  It is possible to climb the hill using the public footpath (across the road 

that runs behind the schoolroom) to enjoy further magnificent views.

Whilst you are visiting the chapel you may like to take some time to sit quietly 

and reflect, meditate or pray.  Generations of people have come before you with 

their joys and concerns, sorrows and hopes and found here comfort and 

inspiration.

Underbank Chapel is in the Unitarian and Free Christian tradition.  

Please ask for a free leaflet about the Unitarians.

We hope that you have enjoyed your visit.

Please sign the Visitor’s Book before you leave.

Services are held at 10.45am on most Sundays of the year.

All are welcome to attend.

For further information please contact:

Revd June Pettitt

Telephone: 0114 2352213

Email: june@underbank-chapel.org.uk

Or visit our website at www.underbank-chapel.org.uk

The Chapel address is Underbank Chapel, Stannington Road, 

Stannington, Sheffield, S6 67AP


